
 
 
PREVIOUSLY  RELEASED      CONTACT:        Pam Slay, 818.755.2480 
March 1, 2006                                       Sheri Helmers, 818.755.2490 
                       

JOHN LARROQUETTE DEFENDS HIS BELOVED MENTOR’S ACCUSED 

MURDERER IN MCBRIDE, ‘FALLEN IDOL,’ MARCH 11  

 
 Five-time Emmy® Award winner John Larroquette returns to the Hallmark 

Channel Mystery Movie as hard-headed defense attorney McBride who may have to 

destroy the reputation of his friend and mentor to save the young man accused of his 

murder in McBride “Fallen Idol.”   McBride also stars Marta DuBois (“L.A. Law”) as no-

nonsense plainclothes police detective Sergeant Roberta Hansen and Matt Lutz (“Murder 

Without Conviction”) as McBride’s young investigative partner Phil Newberry. 

In “Fallen Idol,” directed by Larroquette, McBride is shocked when famed 

defense attorney Grayson Franks (Madison Mason, “Red Dragon”) is stabbed to death 

outside his home. Franks had encouraged him to become a trial lawyer, taught him the 

tricks of the trade and was a good friend. The police have arrested a Latino teenager 

(Michael Esparza, “Raising Helen”) caught pawning Franks’ stolen Rolex. The situation 

grows complicated for McBride: the teenage suspect’s sister (Dianna Miranda, “Kiss the 

Girls”) was Phil’s childhood friend and she wants McBride to defend her brother. 

The accused claims he had found the watch alongside the road near the crime 

scene when he took a motorcycle he had been repairing for a test drive.  The kid has a 

clean reputation and McBride thinks it unlikely that he would stab a man 16 times to 

steal a watch. As he digs deeper into the case, he finds out that Franks did not lead a 

spotless personal life.  With the evidence against his client mounting, McBride realizes 

that to win his case he may have to expose the secrets not only of his idol but of several 

people who were close to him.  
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McBride, “Fallen Idol” also guest stars Delaine Yates (“The City”) as Frank’s 

devoted personal assistant, Cindy Picket (“Hyperion Bay”) as his wife, Brian McGovern 

(“Prefontaine”) as his son and Melissa Keller (“Drop Dead Sexy”) as his daughter-in-law.   

 McBride is a Hallmark Entertainment presentation.  Robert Halmi, Jr. and Larry 

Levinson are executive producers.  Dean Hargrove is creator and executive producer.  

Nick Lombardo and Amy Goldberg are co-executive producers.  Brian J. Gordon and Erik 

Olson are producers.  John Larroquette directed “Fallen Idol.”  Brian Clemens wrote the 

script.  The Hallmark Channel Mystery Movie is an Alpine Medien Production with Larry 

Levinson Productions. 

Hallmark Channel, owned and operated by Crown Media Holdings, Inc., is a 24-

hour basic cable network that provides a diverse slate of high-quality entertainment 

programming to a national audience of over 75 million subscribers.  The top tier 

program service is distributed through over 5,300 cable systems and communities as 

well as direct-to-home satellite services across the country.  Hallmark Channel 

consistently ranks among the top 10 ad-supported cable networks in Total Day and 

Prime Time household ratings and is the nation’s leading network in providing quality 

family-friendly programming.  Crown Media also operates a second 24-hour linear 

channel, Hallmark Movie Channel. 

For full press materials, visit www.hallmarkchannelpress.com. 
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