
 
 

‘CHRISTMAS IN MY HEART’ 
Cast Bios 

 
HEATHER HEMMENS (Beth) – Heather Hemmens plays the series regular role of Maria Deluca 
on The CW series “Roswell, New Mexico.”  She recently starred in Jamie Foxx’s series “Dad Stop 
Embarrassing Me!” and the OWN series “If Loving You is Wrong,” as well as a recurring role on 
“Yellowstone,” opposite Kevin Costner.  Her previous TV credits include a series lead on “Hellcats” 
for The CW as well as a recurring role on the hit ABC series “Grey’s Anatomy.”  Reently for 
Hallmark Channel, Hemmens starred in “Love, Take Two.” 
 

# # # 
 
LUKE MACFARLANE (Sean) – Luke Macfarlane will next be seen in the Netflix feature, “Single 
all the Way” and the independent feature Lone Star Bull.  Known for his memorable role on the 
hit ABC series “Brothers & Sisters,” Macfarlane was previously seen in television leading roles in 
the Syfy series “Killjoys” for 5 seasons, in both seasons of the PBS critically acclaimed series 
“Mercy Street” for Scott Free productions, FX’s “Over There,” “Smash,” “Satisfaction” and 
“Supreme Courtships.” 
 
Macfarlane made his feature debut in Bill Condon’s Kinsey.  In theatre, he has appeared on 
Broadway in The Normal Heart (Drama Desk award for best ensemble) and off-Broadway in plays 
including The Busy World of Hushed, Where Do We Live and Juvenilia.  A Juilliard grad, other 
notable theater credits include the world premiere of Reverberations at Hartford Stage, Sam 
Bendrix at the Bon Soir at the Pittsburgh City Theater and the DC’s Arena Stages remount of The 
Normal Heart. 
 

# # # 
 
SHERYL LEE RALPH (Ruthie) – With continued success on stage, screen, television and music, 
along with her philanthropic endeavors, Sheryl Lee Ralph has never been one to rest on her 
laurels.  A triple threat dreamgirl, Ralph is an acclaimed veteran of film, television and the 
Broadway stage.  Her award-winning work includes creating the role of Deena Jones in the 
legendary Broadway musical Dreamgirls, and earning Best Actress nods for Tony and Drama Desk 
Awards.  She returned to Broadway for a 12-month stint in the Tony-award winning musical, 
Thoroughly Modern Millie, portraying the sassy chanteuse Muzzy Van Hossmere.  Ralph reunited 
with Loretta Devine and Jennifer Holliday for a sold out, one-night-only Dreamgirls reunion 
celebrating the 35th anniversary.  Last year, she returned to Broadway as Madame Morrible in 
Wicked, making Ralph the first African-American actress to take on the classic role on Broadway. 
 
No stranger to television, Ralph’s past credits include “It’s a Living,” “Designing Women,” “The 
District” and “Moesha.”  She then spent three years as a lead on the hit Nickelodeon series 



“Instant Mom,” opposite Tia Mowry and Michael Boatman.  At the same time, she recurred as 
Claudette for two seasons, opposite Jon Voight, in Showtime’s “Ray Donovan.”  In between all of 
that, she snuck in episodes of “Two Broke Girls,” “Smash” and an arc on “Criminal Minds” for 
CBS.  She also has recurring roles on CBS’s “MacGyver” and on TNT’s “Claws.”  Last year, Ralph 
starred as one of the leads in the CBS comedy “Fam,” opposite Nina Dobrev, Tone Bell, Odessa 
Adlon and Brian Stokes Mitchell.  She recently reprised her role as Claudette on “Ray Donovan” 
for the seventh and final season and is currently recurring as President Kelly Wade on Freeform’s 
“Motherland.”  She can next be seen in the upcoming ABC series, “Abbott Elementary.” 
 
On the big screen, Ralph has worked with some of Hollywood’s leading and award-winning actors 
with film credits that include The Mighty Quinn with Denzel Washington, Mistress with Robert de 
Niro, To Sleep with Anger with Danny Glover and The Distinguished Gentlemen with Eddie 
Murphy.  Ralph picked up a win for Best Supporting Actress at the Independent Spirit Awards for 
her performance in To Sleep with Anger.” 
 
Finding success in writing and directing, Ralph’s award-winning short film, Secrets, co-starring 
award-winning actress Alfre Woodard and Robin Givens, was a finalist in the HBO Film Short 
Competition, Showtime’s Filmmaker Award Series and the BET Filmmaker Award Competition.  
The film was also selected as the audience favorite at the Outfest Film Festival.  Secrets was 
screened at the Toronto International Film Festival, as well as the Hollywood Film Festival, the 
Acapulco Film Festival and the Urban World Film Festival.  She is also the creator of the Jamerican 
Film and Music Festival. 
 
Ralph did four back-to-back movies: Just Getting Started, opposite Morgan Freeman, Tommy Lee 
Jones, and Rene Russo, “Christmas at Holly Lodge,” for Hallmark Channel, Netflix’s “Step Sisters,” 
with Naturi Naughton and produced by Lena Waithe, and “No Sleep Til Christmas,” for Freeform.  
 
Ralph resides in Los Angeles and Philadelphia with her husband, Senator Vincent Hughes.  
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