
 
 

 
‘HIGH FLYING ROMANCE 

Cast Bios 
 
JESSICA LOWNDES (Hanna Adams) – After captivating audiences and critics alike with her 
powerfully dynamic portrayal of drug-addicted, pregnant teen actress and singer Adrianna on 
The CW’s hit series “90210,” Lowndes (pronounced Lounds) quickly turned heads.  In 2014, 
Lowndes played Bruce Willis’s love interest opposite John Cusack in the action thriller The 
Prince.  The following year she starred alongside Will Ferrell and Kristen Wiig in Lifetime’s “A 
Deadly Adoption” as well as the summer feature film Eden.  Additionally, her horror film 
Abattoir premiered in June 2016 at the Los Angeles Film Festival and was released in December 
of that year. 
 
Most recently for Hallmark Channel, Lowndes starred in the original movie “Mix-Up in the 
Mediterranean” and has also starred in “Over the Moon in Love,” “Yes, I Do,” “Christmas at 
Pemberley Manor,” “A December Bride and “Merry Matrimony” as well as “Magical Christmas 
Ornaments” for Hallmark Movies & Mysteries.  She appeared in BBC America’s critically 
acclaimed series “Dirk Gently’s Holistic Detective Agency” and TNT’s “Major Crimes.” 
 
In 2016, Lowndes broke the Internet when she punked her fans into believing she was engaged 
to comedian Jon Lovitz. 
 

# # # 
 
CHRISTOPHER RUSSELL (Gavin McQueen) – Christopher Russell is a first generation 
Canadian born to British parents.  From a very young age, he was drawn to the arts and began 
performing.  His first role as an actor was portraying Mary and Joseph’s donkey in his pre-
school production of The Nativity Story, for which he received rave reviews.  In high school, 
Russell performed in many productions, most notably as Magnus Muldoon in a rendition of Tom 
Stoppard’s The Real Inspector Hound, which earned him the Sears Drama Festival Award of 
Excellence. 
 
Russell filmed the lead role of Madison in ABC Family’s pilot “Gorgeous Morons.”  His numerous 
television credits prior to that include guest star and recurring appearances on “Girlfriends’ 
Guide to Divorce,” “Men in Trees” with Anne Heche, “Flashpoint,” “The Listener,” “Murdoch 
Mysteries,” The CW’s “iZombie,” “Nikita,” “Supernatural” and “Beauty and the Beast,” as well as 
the television movies “Love, Again,” “Midnight Masquerade,” “The Boy Next Door,” “Seduced By 
Lies” and “Catch a Christmas Star.” 
 
Russell’s film credits include Gone Tomorrow, Gangster Exchange, George Romero’s Land of the 
Dead, Center Stage: Turn It Up and The Right Kind of Wrong, which was an official selection for 



Toronto International Film Festival 2013, starring “True Blood’s” Ryan Kwanten and Catherine 
O’Hara. 
 
Russell currently lives in Vancouver with his wife and his two children. 
 

# # # 
 
AMÉLIE WILL WOLF (Parker McQueen) – Amélie Will Wolf is best known for her role as 
Avery Palmer in “Poinsettias for Christmas” starring opposite Bethany Joy Lenz and Sharon 
Lawrence. 
 
Will Wolf also played Amy in the holiday favorite “A Wish for Christmas” starring Lacey Chabert 
and Paul Greene.  In 2020, she starred in the award-winning short movie Her Coming. 
  

# # # 
 
DONNA BENEDICTO (Katie Longhorn) – Donna Benedicto is a well-known Canadian actress 
and producer based in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada.  She was touted for her acting 
appearances in movies and television series like “Supergirl,” “Almost Human” and “The Main 
Event.”  Most recently for Hallmark Channel, Benedicto was seen in the original movies “Sweet 
Carolina” and “Jingle Bell Bride.” 
 

# # # 
 

LISA ANN DURUPT (Shirley) – Lisa Ann Durupt, originally from Winnipeg, Manitoba, has 
established herself as fierce, funny, and fearless talent in film and television.  While she did 
study theatre at the University of Winnipeg and the Canadian College of Performing Arts, it was 
her natural athleticism that gave her an entry into the film industry as a dancer and stunt 
performer.  Following early appearances in films like Shall We Dance and The Lazarus Project, 
Durupt was cast by Canadian comedy veteran Mark McKinney on the series “Less Than Kind” as 
the temperamental Shandra.  Her unfiltered energy and gift for ad-libbing over four seasons of 
the show was highlighted by a Gemini Award nomination in 2010 for Best Individual 
Performance in a Comedy Program or Series and a Leo Award nomination for Best Performance 
in a Music, Comedy, or Variety Program or Series in 2013. 
 
After a string of appearances across film and television projects such as “The Pastor's Wife,” 
“The Color of Rain,” “Run for Your Life” and “Supernatural,” Durupt won her most substantial 
cinematic role thus far as the overly competitive sister of Sonja Bennett in Preggoland, a 
performance that earned her a second Leo Award nomination in 2015 for Best Supporting 
Performance by a Female in a Motion Picture. 
 
Durupt also portrayed Andrea Todd – sister to Alison Sweeney’s Hannah Swensen – in the 
“Murder She Baked” franchise for Hallmark Movies & Mysteries. 
 

# # # 
 
FRED KEATING (John McQueen) – Fred Keating has a long and multi-faceted career in 
theatre, radio, television and film.  In addition to the characters he’s portrayed, he’s also served 



as a writer, producer, director, host, motivational speaker and podcast producer/host.  Keating 
is skilled and fearless, an award-winning filmmaker with many accomplishments.  Since 1984, 
he has told stoires, both in front of and behind the camera, for the motion picture industry, 
private companies, and provincial and federal government departments.  
 
Keating’s racked up more than 78 movie credits on IMDb.  He’s a voting member of the 
Academy of Canadian Cinema and Television and the Writer’s Guild of Canada.  In 2003, 
Keating received the David Billington Award in recognition of his many contributions to Alberta’s 
production community and in 2005, was honored with The Centennial Medal for his work in 
Alberta-based media projects. 
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