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Cast Bios 

 

LACEY CHABERT (Tess) – Lacey Chabert is regarded as one of the best young actresses of her 
generation.  From an early age, she was exposed to dramatic and musical performances in and 
around her hometown of Purvis, Mississippi.  Chabert received her first break in a cough syrup 
commercial before successfully auditioning for the Broadway production of Les Miserables, in 
which she played young Cosette for two years.  In 1998, she made her feature film debut as 
Penny Robinson in Lost in Space. 
 
Chabert’s resume is as extensive as it is versatile.  Consistently delivering memorable 
performances, she has become one of Hollywood’s most sought-after talents.  Best known for 
her role as Claudia on the Golden Globe Award®-winning FOX television series “Party of Five,” 
Chabert has appeared on ABC Family’s “Baby Daddy,” ABC’s “All My Children” as well as in several 
made-for-TV movies, including “Gypsy” starring Bette Midler; “A Little Piece of Heaven” with Cloris 
Leachman; Lifetime’s “What If God Were the Sun?” starring opposite Gena Rowlands; and the 
Hallmark Channel Original Movies “Moonlight in Vermont” with Carlo Marks and Jesse Moss, “All 
of My Heart” with Edward Asner, “Matchmaker Santa” opposite Florence Henderson, “A Royal 
Christmas” alongside Jane Seymour and John Ratzenberger, “All of My Heart: Inn Love” with 
Brennan Elliott, “The Sweetest Christmas,” “Love on Safari” opposite Jon Cor, “All of My Heart: 
The Wedding” with Brennan Elliott, “Pride, Prejudice, and Mistletoe,” “Love, Romance & 
Chocolate,” “Christmas in Rome,” and “Winter in Vail.”  Hallmark Channel’s “Christmas Waltz,” 
and Hallmark Movies & Mysteries’ “Time for Us to Come Home for Christmas” mark her ninth and 
tenth holiday movies for the networks.  Chabert also starred in the Hallmark Movies & Mysteries 
Original “The Color of Rain,” which was the highest rated and most watched original film in the 
network’s history.  Chabert also stars in Hallmark Movies & Mysteries’ signature mysteries 
franchise movies starting with “Crossword Mysteries: A Puzzle to Die For,” and followed by 
“Crossword Mysteries: Proposing Murder” and “Crossword Mysteries: Abracadaver.” 
 
Chabert’s feature film credits include Warner Bros.’ Ghosts of Girlfriends Past, starring opposite 
Jennifer Garner and Matthew McConaughey; box office hit Mean Girls, for which she received 
outstanding reviews and an MTV Movie Award; Daddy Day Care, starring as Anjelica Huston’s 
daughter; and A&E’s “The Brooke Ellison Story,” playing the lead in Christopher Reeve’s final 
directorial project. 
 
Known for her natural acting skills and charming personality, Chabert’s cotton candy voice has 
been featured in numerous animated films and TV shows, including Nickelodeon’s “The Wild 
Thornberrys,” Sony’s “The Spectacular Spider-Man,” FOX’s “Allen Gregory,” Hasbro’s 
“Transformers: Rescue Bots” and most recently, Warner Bros.’ “Young Justice.” 
 

# # # 



 
BRENNAN ELLIOTT (Logan) – Brennan Elliott has been a professional working actor for 20+ 
years.  He began his career in numerous episodic television roles but landed his break as a series 
regular on “Strong Medicine,” in which he played Dr. Nick Biancavilla for 88 episodes.  
 
In 2013, Eilliott landed a series regular role in “Debbie Macomber's Cedar Cove” where he played 
the charismatic Warren Saget and began his relationship with Hallmark.  Over the past eight 
years, Elliott has become a regular presence on Hallmark Channel and Hallmark Movies & 
Mysteries, having starred in several of the networks’ original films such as “A Christmas Melody” 
and “Love You Like Christmas,” as well as the “All of My Heart" franchise opposite Lacey Chabert. 
 

He has a slew of other Hallmark films including, “Christmas in Vienna,” opposite Sarah Drew, 
“Christmas Encore” opposite Maggie Lawson for and “Christmas at Grand Valley” opposite Danica 
McKellar, both for Hallmark Movies & Mysteries, and “All Summer Long” opposite Autumn Reeser. 
 

Elliott starred opposite Brooke Shields in the “Flower Shop Mysteries” franchise for Hallmark 
Movies & Mysteries and currently stars in and serves as executive producer with Lacey Chabert 
in the popular franchise “Crossword Mysteries.” 
 

In between his filming schedule for Hallmark, Elliott managed to squeeze in a four-season series 
regular role on the critically acclaimed and darkly comedic series “unREAL” (now streaming on 
Hulu), in which he played the shows egomaniacal host Graham (a knock-off of Chris Harrison on 
ABC’s The Bachelor).  
 

Brennan’s film credits have included 20th Century Fox’s Night at the Museum: Secret of the Tomb 
and he played the male lead in Universal’s Curse of Chucky. 
 

# # # 
 
BARBARA NIVEN (Candace) – Barbara Niven is an actor, producer and speaker.  She’s also a 
fierce advocate for human and animal rights.  As a mother and grandmother, she knows there is 
nothing more important than saving this planet and all the beings that live on it. 
 
During her acting career, she has appeared in more than 100 film and TV roles and 2500 TV and 
radio commercials.  She also served three years on the National Board of Directors for the Screen 
Actors Guild. 
 
For four seasons, Niven has starred opposite Treat Williams, Diane Ladd and Jesse Metcalfe in 
the Hallmark Channel Original Series “Chesapeake Shores.”  She recently starred in the Hallmark 
& Movies original “USS Christmas,” returned for the fourth installment of Hallmark Channel’s 
“Chirstmas in Evergreen: Bells Are Ringing” in addition to Hallmark Movies & Mysteries’ popular 
“Crossword Mysteries” franchise, appearing in all installments  Previously for the network, Niven 
starred with Alison Sweeney in the popular “Murder She Baked” franchise and in Hallmark Channel 
Original Series “Debbie Macomber’s Cedar Cove.”  Her performance as Marilyn Monroe in HBO’s 
“The Rat Pack” continues to garner praise as “one of the top three portrayals of the blonde icon 
on Film & TV.” 
 
Niven has also gained international acclaim as Hollywood’s Top Media Trainer and Video 
Marketing Coach.  She created her Unleash Your Star Power!™ system so she could teach people 



how to hone their message, overcome fear and, use video and public speaking to dominate their 
niche. 
 
Niven is also a celebrity speaker and best-selling author.  Business and motivational topics include 
Unleash Your Star Power!, Be a Video Marketing Superstar, ACT As If, Live Your Dreams! And 
Eating Disorders and Pressures to be Perfect.  
 
Niven is a huge animal welfare advocate and is a National Ambassador for American Humane.  
She presents for Hallmark Channel’s televised “American Hero Dog Awards” each year.  She 
currently has three rescued dogs named Norma Jeane, Brando and Meggy, and two rescued feral 
cats named George and Henry (named after her father, George Henry). 
 
Her motto? “Live your passion, connect to your purpose, make a difference.  And don’t give up 
five minutes before the miracle.” 
 
For more information visit www.BarbaraNiven.com. 
 

# # # 
 
JOHN KAPELOS (Chauncey) – John Kapelos has enjoyed a long career as a successful working 
actor who has appeared in more than 60 feature films, including The Shape of Water, Legally 
Blonde, The Deep End of the Ocean, Roxanne, Weird Science, The Breakfast Club, Sixteen 
Candles and Doctor Detroit. 
 
For television, Kapelos has had recurring roles in this season of “Umbrella Academy” as well as  
“Suits,” “Desperate Housewives” and “Justified,” and was a series regular on CBS’ “Forever 
Knight” in the 1990s.  In all, Kapelos has appeared in more than 100 television series, including 
such popular titles as “NCISS,” “Transparent,” “Franklin & Bash,” “Psych,” “Modern Family,” 
“Criminal Minds,” “Shameless,” “Castle,” “House M.D.,” “Chuck,” “Monk” and “Las Vegas,” among 
many others. 
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