
 
 

‘SWEPT UP BY CHRISTMAS’ 

Cast Bios 

 
LINDY BOOTH (Gwen) – Lindy Booth has been building her reputation as a versatile and 
capable actress by choosing roles that she feels passionately about. 
 
On the small screen, Booth is best known for starring alongside Noah Wyle in the TNT series “The 
Librarians,” which ran for four seasons.  She also directed an episode during the last season.  On 
the big screen, Booth starred in the action film based on a superhero comic book series, Kick-Ass 
2 alongside Chloe Grace Moretz, Jim Carrey and Aaron Taylor-Johnson.  She is also known for 
her roles as Riley Grant on the Disney Channel series “The Famous Jett Jackson,” Agent Hawk in 
the show-within-a-show, “Silverstone,” and Claudia on the adventure TV series “Relic Hunter.” 
 
No stranger to Hallmark, Booth has also starred in “Under the Autumn Moon,” “Rocky Mountain 
Christmas,” and “Sound of Christmas,” among others.  She appeared on the TV series “Fairly 
Legal” and “Republic of Doyle,” and portrayed Lana Turner in the 2001 ABC made for TV movie 
“Life with Judy Garland: Me and My Shadows.”  In 2009, Booth enjoyed a recurring role as A.J. 
Butterfield in NBC’s “The Philanthropist,” an action-drama series following a billionaire playboy 
who is haunted by the death of his only child, and who uses his fortune to change the lives of 
others. 
 
Notable recent television appearances include arcs on ABC’s “Grey’s Anatomy” and “Home Before 
Dark” for Apple TV+.  Other appearances include the CBS series “NCIS,” “Cold Case,” “CSI: NY,” 
“Ghost Whisperer” and “The Twilight Zone.”  She also appeared in the SyFy drama series 
“Warehouse 13,” the ABC series “October Road,” “Starhunter” and “Mutant X,” as well as the USA 
Network series “The 4400.” 
 
Booth’s film credits include starring as Dodger Allen in the 2005 horror movie Cry Wolf, as Nicole 
in the 2004 remake of Dawn of the Dead, and alongside Eliza Dushku in the 2003 thriller Wrong 
Turn. 
 
She was born in Canada and currently resides in Los Angeles. 
 

# # # 
 
JUSTIN BRUENING (Reed) – Justin Bruening currently stars in the Netflix drama, “Sweet 
Magnolias.”  Bruening was raised in the small town of St. Helena, Nebraska (a then-population of 
85) and graduated from high school with only nine classmates.  Following his time in college, 
Bruening moved to San Diego, California.  It was there that he was discovered by a talent scout 
at a McDonald’s in the north part of the county.  Within months, Bruening landed a campaign for 
Abercrombie & Fitch. 



 
Soon after, Bruening booked a Britney Spears music video, caught the acting bug and decided to 
start studying the craft.  It did not take him long to land his first role – a contract on ABC’s long 
running, beloved “All My Children” as James (Jamie) Martin.  A part that earned him a Soap Opera 
Digest Award as well as the title of Daytime's Hottest Star in Teen People Magazine.  It was during 
his time on the show that he met his wife, co- star, Alexa Havins. 
 
Just two months after leaving the serial, Bruening was cast as the lead in the reboot of the 1970’s 
series, “Knight Rider,” portraying the title character’s son, Mike Traceur, for a two-hour film for 
and subsequent series for NBC. 
 
Since then, Bruening has been a fixture on television screens appearing on a wide variety of hit 
television series and MOWs.  His most notable roles include stints on “Good Behavior” (TNT), 
“Ringer” (The CW), “Switched at Birth” (ABCF), “Ravenswood” (ABCF) and “Hawaii Five-0” (CBS). 
 
Bruening is often recognized as the romantic paramedic, Matthew Taylor on ABC’s iconic series, 
“Grey’s Anatomy” for a storyline that helped fans of the show say goodbye to one of its most 
beloved actors, his screen partner, Sarah Drew. 
 
Bruening’s feature roles include He’s Out There, The Monster Project and Indivisible opposite his 
Grey’s co-stars, Drew and Jason George.   
 
Bruening currently resides in the suburbs of Los Angeles with his wife and four children. 
 

# # # 
 
JOSH CASSIDY (Mike) – Joshua Cassidy was born November 15th, 1984.  He came into the 
world fighting a non-congenital cancer which primarily effects children, Neuroblastoma.  The 
doctors told his parents that their newborn had a narrow chance of survival.  Perhaps through a 
combination of medicine, family prayer, and a will to live, Cassidy won miraculously.  The damage 
done to his spinal cord left his legs partially paralyzed.  Where many saw obstacles ahead, this 
young boy saw opportunities.  This blessing gave him the blocks needed to overcome hardships 
and build a life of success, love, and happiness. 
 
Cassidy grew up as the oldest of 10 kids which began in the military life, then a farm life, moving 
out as a young man to the city life, and now he has spent over a decade travelling and living 
around the globe.  Cassidy’s early love of sport eventually led to athletics, and in 2008 he 
competed in his first Paralympic Games in Beijing, in front of 90,000 spectators.  At the London 
Marathon in 2010, Josh recorded his first ‘big’ win, against the best in the world. 
 
In 2012, Cassidy won the prestigious Boston Marathon with an incredible performance, recording 
the World's Fastest time of 1:18:25.  He has been recorded hitting a top end speed of over 80 
km/h down the Tyne Tunnel in Newcastle UK.  In a year, Cassidy has covered over 7500kms, 
equivalent of the width of Canada, coast to coast.  He has been a Canadian Champion 28 times 
and is also the Canadian Record holder in the 5000m, 10000m, and Marathon. 
 



Now a three-time Paralympian, winning many races around the world, Cassidy is known 
internationally for his work ethic and fortitude.  He has beaten every competitor in the world at 
least once.  
 
He is currently preparing for his fourth Paralympic Games in Tokyo. 
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