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Cast Bios 

 
LACEY CHABERT (Tess Harper) – Lacey Chabert is regarded as one of the best young 
actresses of her generation.  From an early age, she was exposed to dramatic and musical 
performances in and around her hometown of Purvis, Mississippi.  Chabert received her first 
break in a cough syrup commercial before successfully auditioning for the Broadway production 
of Les Miserables, in which she played young Cosette for two years.  In 1998, she made her 
feature film debut as Penny Robinson in Lost in Space. 
 
Chabert’s resume is as extensive as it is versatile.  Consistently delivering memorable 
performances, she has become one of Hollywood’s most sought-after talents.  Chabert is best 
known for her role as Claudia on the Golden Globe Award®-winning FOX television series “Party 
of Five” and has appeared on ABC Family’s “Baby Daddy,” ABC’s “All My Children” as well as in 
several made-for-TV movies, including “Gypsy” starring Bette Midler; “A Little Piece of Heaven” 
with Cloris Leachman; Lifetime’s “What If God Were the Sun?” starring opposite Gena 
Rowlands; and the Hallmark Channel Original Movies “Moonlight in Vermont” with Carlos Marks 
and Jesse Moss, “All of My Heart” with Edward Asner, “Matchmaker Santa” opposite Florence 
Henderson, “A Royal Christmas” alongside Jane Seymour and John Ratzenberger, “All of My 
Heart: Inn Love” with Brennan Elliott, “The Sweetest Christmas,” “Love on Safari” opposite Jon 
Cor and most recently “All of My Heart: The Wedding” with Brennan Elliott.  Chabert also 
starred in the Hallmark Movies & Mysteries Original “The Color of Rain,” which was the highest 
rated and most watched original film in the network’s history.  Most recently, she starred in the 
Hallmark Channel’s “Pride, Prejudice, and Mistletoe.” 
 
Chabert’s feature film credits include Warner Bros.’ Ghosts of Girlfriends Past starring opposite 
Jennifer Garner and Matthew McConaughey; box office hit Mean Girls, for which she received 
outstanding reviews and an MTV Movie Award; Daddy Day Care, starring as Anjelica Huston’s 
daughter; and A&E’s “The Brooke Ellison Story,” playing the lead in Christopher Reeve’s final 
directorial project. 
 
Known for her natural acting skills and charming personality, Chabert’s cotton candy voice has 
been featured in numerous animated films and TV shows, including Nickelodeon’s “The Wild 
Thornberrys,” Sony’s “The Spectacular Spider-Man,” FOX’s “Allen Gregory,” Hasbro’s 
“Transformers: Rescue Bots” and, most recently, Warner Bros.’ “Young Justice.” 
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BRENNAN ELLIOTT (Logan O’Connor) – Brennan Elliott has been an established, 
professional working actor for more than 15 years.  Having studied in Canada and New York, he 



has found a home for the last 13 years studying at the prestigious Eric Morris Studio in Los 
Angeles when he’s not acting.  Elliott has been described by many as not only a leading man 
but also a character actor who has been difficult to recognize from role to role.  He has shown 
incredible versatility in his recurring television roles in “Cold Case,” “The 4400,” “What About 
Brian” and “CSI: Crime Scene Investigation,” to name just a few. 
 
Elliott starred in Hallmark Movies & Mysteries’ “Christmas Encore,” Hallmark Channel’s “All of My 
Heart: Inn Love” and “All of My Heart: The Wedding,” opposite Lacey Chabert, and, most 
recently he starred in Hallmark Movies & Mysteries’ “Christmas at Grand Valley.”  He can 
currently be seen starring in “UnREAL,” (originally launched as a Lifetime series) now in its 
fourth season and streaming on Hulu.  The show gives us behind-the-scenes antics of a reality 
show not unlike “The Bachelor,” in which he plays the charming host Graham.  Elliott was also 
last seen in 20th Century Fox’s Night at the Museum: Secret of the Tomb and he played the 
male lead in Universal’s Curse of Chucky. 
 
Over the past five years, Elliott has become one of Hallmark’s major stars.  He was a series 
regular opposite Andie MacDowell on “Debbie Macomber’s Cedar Cove” and went on to star in 
three of the network’s original films, “Love You Like Christmas” and “A Christmas Melody,” in 
addition to the “All of My Heart” franchise.  On Hallmark Movies & Mysteries, Elliott played 
opposite Brooke Shields in “Flower Shop Mysteries.” 
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BARBARA NIVEN (Aunt Candace) – Barbara Niven is an actor, producer and speaker…but 
most of all she’s a mother and grandmother who wants to help make the world a better place 
for her grandchildren. 
 
During her acting career, she has appeared in more than 100 film and TV roles and 2500 TV 
and radio commercials.  She also served three years on the National Board of Directors for the 
Screen Actors Guild. 
 
For three seasons, Niven has starred opposite Treat Williams, Diane Ladd and Jesse Metcalfe in 
the #1 rated Hallmark Channel prime time series “Chesapeake Shores.”  She recently starred in 
Hallmark Channel’s “Christmas in Evergreen: Letters to Santa.”  Niven starred with Alison 
Sweeney in the Hallmark Movies & Mysteries original movie franchise “Murder She Baked” and 
in the Hallmark Channel Original Series “Debbie Macomber’s Cedar Cove.”  Her performance as 
Marilyn Monroe in HBO’s “The Rat Pack” continues to garner praise as “one of the Top 3 
portrayals of the blonde icon on Film & TV.” 
 
Niven has also gained international acclaim as Hollywood’s Top Media Trainer and Video 
Marketing Coach.  She created her Unleash Your Star Power!™ system so she could teach 
people how to hone their message, overcome fear and use video and public speaking to 
dominate their niche. 
  
Niven is also a celebrity speaker and best-selling author.  Business and motivational topics 
include Unleash Your Star Power!, Be a Video Marketing Superstar, ACT As If, Live Your 
Dreams!, and Eating Disorders and Pressures to be Perfect. 
 



Barbara Niven is a huge animal welfare advocate, and is a National Ambassador for American 
Humane.  For more information visit www.BarbaraNiven.com. 
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JOHN KAPELOS (Chief Chauncey O’Connor) – John Kapelos has enjoyed a long career as a 
successful working actor who has appeared in more than 60 feature films, including The Shape 
of Water, Legally Blonde, The Deep End of the Ocean, Roxanne, Weird Science, The Breakfast 
Club, Sixteen Candles and Doctor Detroit. 
 
For television, Kapelos recently completed a three-episode arc on “Suits,” has had recurring 
roles on “Desperate Housewives” and “Justified,” and was a series regular on CBS’ “Forever 
Knight” in the 1990s.  In all, Kapelos has appeared in more than 100 television series, including 
such popular titles as “NCIS: Naval Criminal Investigative Service,” “Transparent,” “Franklin & 
Bash,” “Psych,” “Modern Family,” “Criminal Minds,” “Shameless,” “Castle,” “House M.D.,” 
“Chuck,” “Monk” and “Las Vegas,” among many others. 
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