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Character Descriptions 
 
 
ABBY O'BRIEN 34, she's a fit, trim, beautiful young woman of Irish-American extraction, the 
divorced mother of 8 year old twins. The product of a broken home, Abby left her home town 
of Chesapeake Shores at an early age and started the uphill climb to stellar success.  Now one 
of the top financial analysts in a prestigious investment firm, she returns home for a weekend 
visit to help out her scatter-brained younger sister, whom she has been bailing out of jams 
since childhood. Once back home, however, Abby begins to assess her situation 
afresh.  Although her life is seemingly "perfect" to outside observers, Abby is intensely 
unhappy, and tired of the rat-race in which her every move is rigorously planned.  Abby begins 
to realize that her future may not lie in Manhattan, but in a slower and more family friendly field 
office nearer to the Shores.  Abby's meeting with Trace, her old love, complicates her emotions 
considerably, as does her still-fractious relationship with her workaholic father, Mick.  It may 
finally be time for Abby to mend her fences with her family and put the past to rest.  And at the 
same time, she may get a chance to revive her long-lost true love. 
 
TRACE RILEY Mid 30's, this tall, muscular, handsome man is Abby's old love, who has never 
forgiven Abby for abandoning him, without warning, when they were very young.  Abby feared 
that Trace would never leave their home town -- but she underestimated his resolve.  After 
being on the road as a musician, Trace is now home reassessing his life and working as a 
contractor. He is initially cool towards Abby -- but during the course of their interactions, their 
old attraction for one another is rekindled.  And when Abby's planned departure is delayed, the 
two begin to remember just what they had and lost -- but whether they can re-establish their 
relationship on a solid footing remains to be seen. 
 
MICK O'BRIEN Late 50’s, he's Abby's dad, an imposing and stubborn man who is all male and 
self-made, the kind of person who neither gives nor accepts excuses.  Mick is a successful 
contractor/developer who works long hours -- and his workaholism finally caused his wife, 
Megan, to walk out on him and their family.  Still, Mick has no apologies for the past.  As far as 
he's concerned, he was merely providing for his family the best way he could, and he doesn't 
see the toll his emotional unavailability has taken on his adult children.  When Abby snaps and 
points out his failings, it's  the beginning of self-knowledge for this old school patriarch, who is 
finally realizing that he has some burned bridges to rebuild with his family. 
 
NELL O'BRIEN 70’s, she's the matriarch of the O'Brien clan, a warm, maternal and wise woman 
who speaks with an Irish accent.  When Megan, her son Mick's wife, abandoned him with a 
passel of young kids, Nell moved in and took over the rearing of the O'Brien brood.  Throughout 
the decades, she has been the glue that has kept this fractious, fractured family together.  She 
is all too aware of her loved ones' weaknesses and mistakes, but she never dictates a course of 
action for them, allowing them to find their own paths -- sometimes later than sooner. 
 
JESS O'BRIEN 24, she's Abby's youngest sibling, a bubbling, energetic young woman who talks 
a mile a minute and changes jobs more often than most people change shirts.  Always in hot 
water, she has relied on Abby to bail her out over the years, and she summons Abby home for 
her latest crisis.  Jess has just bought a beautiful but dilapidated old inn that she intends to 



transform into a bed and breakfast.  But she's maxed out her credit and is poised for financial 
disaster until Abby offers to partner up with her in the business.  Bull-headed and flighty, Jess 
still insists on spending money she doesn't have for high-end appliances and fixtures that are 
sending her into early bankruptcy. She adamantly refuses to accept help from her contractor 
dad, Mick -- but Jess will have to grow up a lot, both personally and professionally, if she hopes 
to make the inn a success.  And meanwhile, she just might have to stop resenting both her 
parents, whom she bitterly blames for abandoning her when she was still a child. 
 
BREE O'BRIEN Early 30s, she's another of Abby's siblings, a charming neurotic who is as 
flamboyant as she is insecure.  A playwright whose first play earned her glowing reviews, Bree 
hasn't been able to recreate her early success, which has been largely labeled "beginner's luck" 
by the critical establishment.  Currently in an unhappy relationship with an egomaniac theater 
director, she has also watched her latest play crash and burn.  Full of anxiety and faced with a 
long-running writer's block, she returns home when she gets news of her beloved 
grandmother's illness -- but she just may stick around to recharge her mental batteries and find 
a new direction in her life. 
 
CARRIE WINTERS 8, she's one of Abby's fraternal twins, a perfectly put-together young lady 
who attends an elite private school in Manhattan with her twin sister, Caitlyn.  She immediately 
warms to her nurturing great-grandma, Nell, who welcomes her to Chesapeake Shores.  But 
Carrie fears that she will ultimately be forced to go live with her father and his new wife -- not a 
pleasant prospect. 
 
CAITLYN WINTERS 8, she's Carrie's fraternal twin, who also attends a posh Manhattan private 
school.  During their visit to Chesapeake Shores, she also bonds closely with her loving great-
grandma, Nell.  However, she, too, is plagued by the fear that she and Carrie will be forced to 
live with their father and his new wife -- and that's not appealing, to say the least. 
 
MEGAN O'BRIEN Early mid 50s, she's a beautiful woman who fled the responsibilities of her 
family when Abby was just 17, and left her husband Mick to deal with their large brood.  Now 
living in Manhattan and working at a museum there, she has a relationship with Abby and her 
twins -- but otherwise has had zero contact with the rest of her family for the last 17 
years.  When Mick summons her to Chesapeake Shores, it's certain that old wounds will be 
reopened -- but whether Megan can help heal the damage she has caused is unclear. 
 
WES WINTERS 42, Abby's ex, he's a conniving and manipulative man who has been dating 
Abby’s colleague, Gabrielle, since their divorce, and is poised to marry her.  Wes seems 
determined to win full custody of the twins, but as Abby realizes, his interest in his kids is 
purely self-serving.  He has lost his shirt in unwise investments and no longer wants to pay 
child support. He also wants to soak Abby for alimony -- but whether he will succeed in his 
greedy plan remains to be seen. 
 
GABRIELLE MITCHELL 29, as brittle as she is beautiful, Gabrielle is a financial advisor who 
works at Abby's investment firm.  She's also been dating Wes, Abby's ex, who is an investment 
advisor. Determined to show Abby up at work, Gabrielle is pushing through a risky merger, 
despite Abby's warnings.  But Abby may act to halt the merger, which just may increase the 
friction between her and the jealous Gabrielle. 
 



MILLIE mid 20’s, Abby's concerned executive assistant, she keeps in touch with Abby while 
she's off in Chesapeake Shores dealing with family matters. 
 
JACLYN MARKS early 20s, she's a beautiful, fit young local girl whom Abby used to babysit.  To 
Abby's shock, Jaclyn is currently dating Trace.  She is a warm and likeable person -- but just 
may not be "Ms. Right" for Trace. 
 
MARIAH WALSH 33, this bank employee is excited to see her old friend Abby again -- but 
concerned about how Trace will react to seeing his old flame.  When Trace insists he's 
indifferent to Abby, Mariah responds with open sarcasm. 


